      RUFFORD PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 21st October  2024 held at St. Mary’s Church Hall, Rufford
Present: Cllrs.Gordon (Chairperson), Pryke, Newsham.
Borough Cllr. Paul Hesketh

LCC Cllr. Eddie Pope

Clerk, Kevin EW Newsham 

There was one member of the public.
1556/24    To receive apologies

Cllrs. Pickavance, Rear, Taylor

1557/24    To consider and approve the minutes of the Meeting held on 
15th July 2024
Due to councillors who attended the 16th September 2024 not present at 21st October 2024 meeting, minutes will need to be approved 18th November 2024.
1558/24        To receive Declaration of Interest
NONE
1559/24    Talk by Alan Martland, Rufford Village Society on volunteers.
Alan Martland discussed recruiting volunteers for keeping Rufford tidy and planting bulbs etc, in grass verges.

It was resolved by the council to give a donation of £100.00 towards the initial set-up of the volunteering scheme.
1560/24 To adjourn the meeting for a period of public discussion.

NONE
1561/24To consider planning applications as below:

2024/0803/FUL  Moss End Holmeswood Road, Rufford

Erection of storage building

It was resolved the council supported this application.

2024/0773/FUL Land to the West of Park Farm, Holmeswood Road, Rufford

The erection of a farm welfare building.

It was resolved by the council not to support this application as a welfare building was not required in a greenbelt area. Cllr Pope would speak to WLBC planning department on this issue.
Ongoing planning appeals.
NONE

Ongoing planning

NONE

Planning decision granted
2024/0580/FUL Rufford Old Hall, Rufford

Garden projects at Rufford Old Hall

2024/0581/LBC  Rufford Old Hall, Rufford

Garden projects at Rufford Old Hall

2024/0589/FUL  Green Gables, Flash Lane, Rufford

Proposed air source heat pump to rear.
Planning decisions refused.

NONE

Prior approval planning

NONE

1562/24 To authorise payments of the following accounts:
022785  Wignalls Land agents, professional services                                   £777.00

022786  WLBC trade waste village halls                                                       £368.00

022787  CJ Pennington grass cutting                                                            £1149.60

022788  K Newsham clerk’s salary and admin Sept. 2024                                 £654.58

022789  K Newsham Clerks salary and admin oct. 2024                                 £657.73

022790  Rufford PCC St Marys Church grounds maintenance 24/25               £400.00

022791  Holmeswood Village Hall grant 2024/25                                          £2,000.00

022792  Northwest Air ambulance                                                                      £500.00

022793  John Gordon chairman fund 2024/25                                                   £200.00

022794  Burscough PO for Marina Post Office 2024/25                                   £500.00

022795  P Brookfield  park maintenance                                                           £234.40

022796  Redblade Mowers equipment maintenance                                          £34.97

022797  P Brookfield 10 litres weedkiller                                                          £72.80

022798  Rufford Village Hall primary school charge for use of toilets/2 hrs    £30.00
It was resolved that the above mentioned payments should be approved.
1563/24   
Income

WLBC 2nd instalment precept grant 2024/25                                                  £19431.00  

HMRC  VAT refund                                                                                           £592.99

1564/24 Flood Risk
Cllr Gordon was attending various flood risk meetings in the Northern parishes and would report back to the council.

1565/24    Highways
West   -  Holmeswood Road 

The clerk wants to seek legal advice.

It was resolved by the council for the clerk to obtain legal advice from SCP, transport highway legal specialists.
East – Discuss speeding HGVs A59- Parbold
NONE
1566/24 Public footpaths
Cllr Pryke read out information given to him the Hesketh Lodge small gate, Rufford was locked and was investigating had this been a public right of way and would report back to the council.

The council noted the information.

1567/24  Village Halls
 Rufford

NONE

Holmeswood
Clerk informed the council that the waste bin near the noticeboard had rusted badly and needs replacing.
It was resolved by the council for the clerk to purchase a new dual bin which includes dog dirt access.

1568/24   Recreation Grounds 

Clerk informed the council the goal posts have still not been removed and this was a risk assessment due to teenagers swinging on them. Cllr Pryke informed the council that Cllr Pickavance would be dealing with it.

The council noted the information.

1569/24 Reports from meetings on outside bodies by Clerk and councillors

Cllr Gordon attended a LALC meeting. Concern was expressed over WLBC future planning report regarding number of houses required by the government in West Lancashire and would keep the parish council informed.
The council noted the information.

1570/24 Village Society/Friends of Rufford Station
NONE

1571/24 To note and approve the clerk’s report.
Rufford Christmas Lights switch -on 4th December 2024 7pm
Other activities are on Rufford and Holmeswood Parish Council website.

The council noted the information.

1572/24   To note police information

NONE

1573/24      To note the date of the next meeting of the Parish Council Meeting is scheduled for 18th November  2024. 

It is noted that the date of the next meeting as being 18th November  2024
Chairperson closed the meeting  at  8.40 pm
_______________________
Chairperson’s signature and date
